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DECEMBER
6th    Junior School Showcase
7th    Pupil Free Day
12th-14th Canteen Closed
14th   Last Day of School         
   EARLY DISMISSAL
   2.15PM

JANUARY
21st Uniform Shop Open
28th Australia Day
29th       Term 1 Begins
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SHOP HOURS

TUESDAY  
8.15AM-9.15AM

WEDNESDAY
 8.15AM - 10.15AM

THURSDAY 
1.30PM - 3PM

PHONE: 8447 2077

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK

Andrew Dickinson

My name is Paul Hudson and I am acting principal while Mr Andrew 
Dickinson is on leave. I will also be acting principal for the first term in 
2019 to allow the Department of Education to advertise the principal’s 
position on a full time basis. Andrew has decided not to continue in the 
role but instead focus more time on his family and his health. I would 
like to thank Andrew for all of the time and effort he has committed to the 
staff and students at Gawler and District College B-12.  

As term 4 comes to a close, we have witnessed considerable positive 
change during this year. This included all staff adopting a positive ap-
proach to reading in order to improve the literacy levels of our students 
with the data now telling us that we are heading in the right direction. 
Andrew Dickinson has overseen and managed a capital works program 
worth millions of dollars and that has resulted in a new STEM building, 
refitted laboratories and better overall facilities. Our staff wish him well 
in his new position at Nuriootpa High school in 2019.

But what of 2018?  In Junior School we saw the arrival of two new lead-
ers Julie Stockdale, Jody Burton, and along with the Junior school staff 
and their students they have had a magnificent year. Students have 
better engaged in their learning, attendance has improved and we have 
been able to participate with the community in so many ways. Our choir, 
established in term 1 under the guidance of Ms Valley performed cred-
itably at the Festival Theatre in term 3.  We commenced our two new 
Junior Primary and Primary special education classes at the beginning 
of term 2.  Junior school have run 3 successful discos over the year, 
celebrated Harmony Day on 21st March, and ran an ever successful 
Book Week in Term 3. 

A special mention to Peta Tooley who won the Public Education Early 
Years Teacher of the Year Award.                                      cont.........



In Term 4 students have been involved in swimming lessons at the Gawler Pool, a Twilight Carnival and very 
soon their Showcase. Congratulations to students, staff and the leadership group in Junior School.

In Middle and Senior school the Arts Faculty continue to excel with Art students involved in and winning prizes 
in the Gawler Show, the Rotary Youth Arts competition and culminating in the recent Twilight Carnival which 
was a resounding success across the whole school. Some of our Music students participated in a workshop 
with Tommy Emmanuel, while others participated in the NASSSA Battle of the Bands or were selected for 
the Class of Caberet. And our drama students thrilled and entertained audiences throughout the school year.

In the Humanities and the Social Sciences, tourism students went to the Gold Coast as part of their studies, 
our year 8s ran a medieval fair and in week 9 eighteen year 7,8 and 9s will spend a week in Canberra. This 
year we also acknowledged and paid our respects to those who gave their lives in battle to protect the rights 
we enjoy today. Students across the entire school were truly moved by performances on the day.

Our Design and Technology students were hard at work producing outstanding projects, using a CNC Plas-
ma cutter and 3D printers. In their spare time they also constructed two shelters on the oval that would have 
cost the school $20,000 but were built for a total cost of $8,000.

In Science and Agriculture our students continued to excel in their studies. We won the Best Overall School 
for the NASSSA Engineering challenge and as a result 8 students were sponsored by UniSA to attend a 
National STEM conference. Middle school students have enjoyed working with Junior school students to de-
velop their knowledge and skills in science and in conjunction with Rotary we are developing an Indigenous 
food walk in our wetlands. 

Agriculture has shone brightly in 2018, gaining a significant number of first ribbons in the Royal Adelaide 
Show, and performing well in numerous other shows. The Children’s Centre now has their own chickens in 
the Ag area as staff work together to provide the best experiences for all of our students.

Special mentions to the tireless work of our Doctors Naomi and Sandra, the Gawler Foundation’s efforts to 
secure scholarships for our students now and into the future, the work of our admin and curriculum school 
support officers, our groundsmen, and our ACEOs Wally and Deanne and the thirty or more Graduates from 
Youth Opportunities this year.  

 These achievements reinforce to students and our community that with persistence, teamwork and respect 
for one another, we can achieve great things. It also reminds us all that when students, teachers, and school 
support staff work with our community we can reach for the stars. 

I wish you all a safe holiday and ask only that you return safely to us in 2019 and prepare for the next exciting 
chapter in our journey together. 

Thank you.

Paul Hudson

ACTING PRINCIPAL

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT cont.....



JUNIOR SCHOOL

Every morning our students and families are warmly greeted by friendly faces in our Breakfast Club. Our 
morning gathering under the Activity Room verandah has become a hive of happy families sharing in con-
versations, laughter and delicious food. We are very grateful for our current volunteers including our new 
Kickstart for Kids volunteers from Ahrens. It is such a positive way to start the day in our Junior School with 
full tummies and a strong sense of belonging.

Our 2019 Receptions have now completed their four transition visits at school. These visits provide an op-
portunity for children and families to connect with our Reception teachers to share information, to create 
relationships and to become familiar with our school and its surroundings

Our 2019 Year 7s also enjoyed participating in their Transition Day in the Middle School on Wednesday 21st 
November. They were involved a variety of activities with their future teachers in new, but now familiar, class-
rooms.

The Twilight Carnival was a huge success. It was fantastic to have so many families join us for this event. 
The classes provided a vast range of stalls and activities for all to get involved in. The children had so much 
fun crafting Christmas decorations, eating toffee apples, searching for treasure, throwing wet sponges at 
the teachers, scooping up ducks, winning prizes, decorating slime, knocking down skittles, buying pre-loved 
goods, munching on chocolate crackles, ice-blocks and ice-creams and bundles more! Our Junior School 
SLC ran a very successful White Elephant Stall to raise money to support Australian Farmers through our 
current drought. On Friday 30th November they will be hosting ‘Dress like a GDC Farmer’ Day. For a gold 
coin donation, the students are invited to wear their normal school uniform top with their best farmer outfit. 

Staff have been working tirelessly assessing and reporting on student achievements in preparation for the 
end of year report. Our reporting format provides information of what content of the Australian Curriculum has 
been taught along with your child’s grade and effort within each curriculum area. Students will be given their 
reports on Thursday of Week 9.

Our Junior School Showcase is not far away. Classes are busily making props, practicing their performance 
skills and generally getting ready for concert day. The event will be held in SAMMAT building at St Brigid’s 
starting at 12 noon. We are really looking forward to showcasing the many talents of our R-6 students includ-
ing our Choir. It’s going to be a fabulous community event to celebrate a fantastic year.   

This term we have been focusing on a weekly Tree-Mendous Tree Challenge as part of our Positive Behaviour 
for Learning. We have recently completed a week of Golden Vouchers for showing our values with the final 
weeks rewarding Random Acts of Kindness and being a Handy Helper. The children have been involved in 
setting their own personal goals to focus on.  We are all looking forward to celebrating these achievements 
at Splash Day on Wednesday 12th December at Gawler Pool.

Please remember that Friday 7th December is a Pupil Free Day. Staff will review and further develop our 
schools Site Improvement Plan with a focus on Literacy for 2019.

Julie Stockdale

R-6 PRINCIPAL



SCHOOL COMMUNITY

CARNIVAL IN THE COLA



MIDDLE  SCHOOL 

It has been a very busy few weeks in the Middle School! We welcomed over 100 parents to our Year 7/8 
Parent Information night.  It was great to welcome so many new families to our school and to meet some of 
our new Year 7 and 8 students for 2019.  On Wednesday we will meet our whole Year 8 Class of 2019 - all 
200 of them! We are very excited to support them through their high school journey.  We have done our best 
to ensure that we have met all of the requests for classmates but ask parents to understand that sometimes 
it is not always possible to have a student with all of their friendship groups.  If there are any questions or 
concerns about the Year 8 Program or classes, parents are asked to contact the school and ask to speak to 
Kate Tetlow or Liz Rankin.

Last week there were a number of out of hours activities that took place.  It was great to watch our Year 9 
Drama students perform ‘Snow White and the Dreadful Dwarves’.  The students put on a wonderful show, 
ably supported by their director/teacher, Julie Peters.  The Year 10 group also put on a very funny production 
that they had written themselves called ‘Teens’.  The audience appreciated the humour of both productions 
and thoroughly enjoyed the show.  This was followed up by a hugely successful Twilight Carnival which again 
saw many of our Middle School students displaying their work, making cupcakes, performing in music or 
drama or leading the odd alpaca or goat around! It was a lovely evening that complimented the Junior School 
event earlier in the day.  Thursday night saw the Home Ec team led by Kate Tetlow and Bethany Hodgkinson 
preparing a three course meal to help our inaugural Gawler Giants Baseball team celebrate a very success-
ful season.  It was lovely to share the evening with parents and friends and most importantly to celebrate 
the success of our young people. Well done to Coach Vincent, Mr Dearlove and all of the Baseball kids for 
hosting a great evening.  

Short course week forms have been distributed and are starting to come back in. Replacement forms or 
additional forms are available from outside of the Science Office in the C building. All students are required 
to choose an activity for weeks 8 & 9.  Exemption forms are available in consultation with staff and are only 
issued for valid reasons. If there are any questions about this process, please contact Colleen Lowe or Liz 
Rankin.

All students in Years 8 and 9 have completed their subject selections for 2019 and submitted them.  Students 
should know their classes before the end of the school year.

Liz Rankin

MIDDLE SCHOOL HEAD

TWILIGHT 

FESTIVAL



MIDDLE SCHOOL

Twilight Carnival 2018
On Wednesday 14th November we held the annual Twilight Carnival which combined the Junior 
School Carnival in the COLA and the Senior School Twilight Festival. 

The whole school event was a resounding success with the Senior School event in the evening 
hosting a varied and inclusive range of activities and entertainment, showcasing some of what our 
school has to offer the community. The beautiful weather allowed us to use the Arts Courtyard to the 
best advantage with all stalls and activities centred round the outdoor Music stage. One favourite 
display was the Petting Zoo presented by the Science/Agriculture Faculty where visitors were able 
to pat the animals and some of the students led animals through the courtyard. Another Science ac-
tivity was the augmented reality sandbox, which provided participants with the opportunity to create 
3D landscapes. 

Home Economics students and teachers provided the opportunity for all to decorate delicious fresh 
cupcakes and the Tech faculty and students BBQ-ed up a storm with their ‘GDC-famous’ smoked 
chicken wings and a sausage sizzle. The coffee machine coordinate by Mr Keep and students was 
very popular, brewing the best coffees and hot chocolates for those of us that needed that extra 
energy. Josh and crew helped to keep our thirsts quenched with cool drinks and Coach Vincent and 
Baseball Academy students showed us how to pitch.

Other stalls and activities included Mrs Gupta’s Henna tattooing (I still have mine), the awesome 
display of inventive artefacts from Year 8 Medieval students and the popular book, DVD and suc-
culent sale from the Special School provided opportunities to pick up a great read. The three huge 
hampers of goodies for the raffle were a big hit with two staff winners and one student winning the 
young person’s hamper. 

Visual and Media students from year 8 -12 exhibited an amazing range of Artworks both 2D and 
3D. These included year 8 ceramic pots and papier mache animals created by the year 12 special 
students. The paintings, drawings and design works demonstrated a high level of creativity and skill. 
This year a number of awards were given to students including the coveted Principal’s Art Award, 
awarded to Amber Gaudron (year 12) and congratulations to those students who received Com-
mendation Awards;  Zane McKay, Jordan Clarke, Charlie-Rose Honner and Grace Mulyk.

The awesome talents of our students were also showcased in the Music and Drama performances 
by Year 9 – 11 students throughout the evening. Appreciative audiences were treated to Mrs Peter’s 
Year 10 Drama class in the original performance of ‘Teens’. The actors were extremely focussed 
and displayed excellent theatrical techniques giving us plenty of laughs as well. 

The musical performances were a real treat, exhibiting a range of musical genres and a high level 
of musicianship.Many thanks to all GDC community members who attended the event and thank you to all 
the students and teachers who gave of their time and talents to make the evening such a success.

Angela Koehler 

Year 8/9 Boys Beach Soccer
On Friday 16th November a small group of boys travelled 
to Mawson Lakes Beach Volleyball Centre to participate in 
a northern zone Beach Soccer Carnival. Although we only 
had the minimum amount of players turn up, the team did 
very well throughout the day. We managed to win the final 
3 games of the day. Congratulations to all the students 
involved for their effort and behaviour throughout the day.

Richard Hughes

PE TEACHER



MIDDLE SCHOOL

TWILIGHT 

FESTIVAL



SENIOR SCHOOL 

YEAR 12 GRADUATION AND FORMAL

On the 23rd of November  our 2018 Year 12 cohort celebrated their graduation at The Starplex and formal 
at The Adelaide Convention Centre.

There were many awards presented on the day, some of the awards included:-
2017 Dux                                     Louise Turner
VET Award                         Alex Bouwer
Adelaide Festival of Arts              Pria Rusby
                                          Antonio Cufone    
John Chambers  Memorial Award        Leah Fahey          
Enlightened Award                  Jasmine Workman
Governing Council            Sebastian Trudgen
Principal’s Award               Hannah Bartlett
Caltex All Rounder           Jake Hajdu
Long Tan Award                          Danica Richards
Rotary Club Community Service     Callum Pascale
2018 Valedictorians                                         Isabella Harrald   
                                         Michael McFarlane

Congratulations to all students for their hard work throughout the year.

Best Wishes for results release day!

Sarah Hallworth
SENIOR SCHOOL LEADER



SCHOOL COMMUNITY

NOT RECEIVING OUR NEWSLETTER VIA EMAIL?
Have you changed or updated your email address recently?  
Please see our friendly staff at Reception for a change of details form.

The 11th of the11th  Remembrance Day, a date recognised by 
most. 2018 marked the centennial of the Armistice which end-
ed the first World War (1914-18). This year I had the privilege 
with fellow student Abi M to take part in the wreath laying on 
behalf of Gawler & District College B-12 during the Armistice 
Remembrance Day Ceremony which was held at Pioneer 
Park in Gawler. It was an impressive turn out as always within 
the community. Gawler takes immense pride like all should, in 
those who served.

“They Dared, They Endured, They Died for Us” 

Lest We Forget 

    

By Danica R

CONGRATULATIONS GDC B-12 YEAR 12 STUDENTS!

REMEMBRANCE DAY



SCHOOL COMMUNITY

Come and Try Camp Australia’s Outside School Hours Care for FREE!

We are excited to announce that the children at your school can now come and try their first day of Outside School 
Hours Care for FREE! This is a great chance for parents to see what Camp Australia is like before signing their 
children up to our services. 

It’s also free to register. You can register at pp.campaustralia.com.au/account/register-firstdayfree. Once you have 
completed the registration, you can activate your session whenever you like. This free trial is only for parents who 
register between the 5th November and the End of Term 4. Make sure you use your session as First Day Free will 
expire at the end of Term 4 2018.

Our Outside School Hours Care programs provide fun and engaging experiences every single day, and includes 
elements of:  

• Outdoor play time – sport, skills development, general play and inclusive games 
• Construction and Manipulative play – art and craft, cooking, construction and indoor games 
• Creative time – includes activities like drama and music 
• Life skills – community involvement, role playing, communication and social skills development 
• Homework and quiet time – so children can relax with their family when they go home 
• Unique and new experiences – trying new sports and artistic pursuits like circus skills, yoga, 
            skate  boarding, martial arts, golf and calisthenics just to name a few. 
  
For further information please contact our Customer Care Team on 1300 105 343. The team are available 24 hours 
a day, 7 days a week (except National Public Holidays). 

CANTEEN NEWS
Our school canteen will have final day operation for the year on Tuesday 11th December.
The canteen will be closed on the 12th, 13th and 14th December for end of year renovations and stock 
take.
Thank you to Nancy and her team of staff who have provided service for our staff and students in 2018.

UNIFORM SHOP
Hambours - on site fit outs and sales for Parents to collect orders and purchase uniform items.

Opening Hours will be as follows:

MONDAY 21st JANUARY 2019 

 8.30am - 12.30pm  

1.30pm -  4.30pm 
We will be closed between 12.30 - 1.30pm for lunch.

Note on line orders attract a 5% discount and can be collected from GDC.
Please contact Hambours or visit their website for further information.


